Grade 10 Canadian History (CHC2D) - Time: 90 minutes
Lesson Topic: The Atomic Bomb and Its Lasting Impact

Overall Expectations

- Analyze the causes, course, and consequences of major events in World War II, including
Canada’s participation.

- Evaluate the human, social, and political impact of historical events.

- Use historical inquiry and communication skills to assess evidence and present findings.

Specific Expectations

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Understand the historical context, causes, and consequences of the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, including Canada’s role.

2. Examine the human cost of the atomic bomb and consider its continuing global impact.
3. Engage in a Harkness-style discussion using evidence from primary and secondary
resources.

4. Communicate insights through written reflection and oral discussion.

Curriculum Links

- B3.3: Describe Canada’s participation in major events of World War I1.

- B3.5: Explain the consequences of significant events of World War Il for Canada and
Canadians.

- C1.2: Explain the impact of World War Il on Canada’s role in the world.

- A1.3: Formulate questions to guide investigations into historical topics.

- A1.6: Communicate the results of inquiries using appropriate formats (discussion,
reflection).

Materials & Resources

- Google Slides: From Hiroshima to Today

- Student Activity Handout / Research Document

- Access to linked articles and museum resources in handout
- Projector / Smart Board or student devices

Lesson Outline & Timing

Time  Activity Teacher Role Student Role
0-50 Introduction / Hook - G7 Introduce lesson, Observe, engage with hook
min leaders on Hiroshima connect to guiding image

question

0-50 Learning Goals - review Highlight what Listen, clarify


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XM8zcG-FHm_zWzKrd5LCL9Z5TzgK3avnG4BnNOfcxGU/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10tf0seHX-6Qa1Hm-ds7wqgd1pNa2e5anzVWNyGymY0Q/edit?tab=t.0
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objectives and curriculum
links

Historical Primer &
Research - decision to drop
atomic bomb, Canada’s role,
human cost

Resource Access - provide
links to articles and
museum resources

How to Harkness /
Discussion Preparation

Harkness Discussion -
Discussion questions posted

Consolidation / Reflection -
Seminar-style wrap-up;
guiding question

students will achieve

Guide students
through slides and
quotes; circulate to
answer questions

Ensure students can
access materials

Explain Harkness
method, model
discussion etiquette

Moderate discussion;
prompt deeper
thinking

Lead reflection; collect

handouts

Student Activity / Handout Questions

1. What are three major ideas or insights from the resources?

understanding

Read slides and handout;
note key points; begin
answering handout
questions

Review articles and
museum resources

Prepare responses to
discussion questions

Participate in discussion
using evidence; engage
with peers

Respond in writing; reflect
on discussion insights

2. What do you think life was like for people affected by the atomic bombings?

3. How was Canada connected to the development and aftermath of the atomic bomb, and
how does this impact communities today?
4. What lessons from Hiroshima and Nagasaki are still relevant today?
5. Create your own question and respond to it.

Assessment & Evaluation

- Formative: participation in discussion; completion of handout questions.
- Summative: written consolidation response assessed for historical understanding, use of
evidence, and communication.

Differentiation / Accommodations

- Provide graphic organizers or shortened handout for students needing structured support.
- Allow typed responses or speech-to-text for students with writing challenges.
- Encourage advanced learners to make connections with modern nuclear policy and ethics.

Homework / Extension

- Optional research on post-1945 nuclear events (e.g., treaties, accidents) or prepare a brief
class presentation.



Teacher Reflection (post-lesson)

- Which students contributed effectively to discussion?

- Did students meet learning objectives and curriculum expectations?

- What worked well with the Harkness discussion and research prep?

- What adjustments would improve engagement or understanding next time?



