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Introduction 

In this 2-day lesson, students explore the impact of Japanese foreign direct investment in Kentucky. 

Through mini-lectures, primary source investigation, and student-driven research, students will analyze 

how global economics connects to their local communities. This unit emphasizes real-world application, 

civic engagement, and geographic/economic reasoning. 
  

Compelling Question: How has Japanese investment shaped Kentucky’s economy and communities? 

 

Supporting Question:  

1. Why did Japanese companies choose to invest in Kentucky? 

2. What has been the local impact (jobs, wages, education, culture)? 

3. How does this reflect broader trends in U.S.–Japan relations? 

4. How are Kentucky communities preparing for future global investment? 

 

  

Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) for Social Studies alignment: 

●​ HS.UH.CE.1: Analyze how the United States’ global relationships shaped domestic and foreign 

policy. 

●​ HS.E.KGE.1: Evaluate the impact of globalization on Kentucky’s economy. 

●​ HS.G.HI.1: Evaluate how global and local interactions influence change. 

 

 

Day 1: Japanese Investment in Kentucky – Why Here? 

Phase 1 – Direct Explanation (Before Learning) 
●​ Bellringer: What do you associate with Toyota? Where do you think they make cars? 
●​ Hook: Show a photo or story from teacher’s Japan trip (KKC). 
●​ Mini-lecture: Post-WWII U.S.–Japan relations, Japan’s economic rise, KY-specific investment. 
●​ Students complete KWL Chart (What I Know, What I Want to Know). 

Phase 2 – Modeling (I Do It) 
●​ Case Study: Toyota Georgetown-map, employee data, community impact. 
●​ Think-aloud modeling: Why did Toyota come here? What are the local effects? 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eAjEmMs6x4Pf9sr6rAmMm-7Ag3gJbd6V1r-DN0wt4MA/edit?usp=sharing


Phase 3 – Guided Practice (We Do It) 
●​ Groups choose a Japanese company in KY and complete Company Snapshot Organizer. 
●​ Research questions include company details, location, impact, and reason for KY presence. 

Day 2: Global Citizenship and Civic Connection 

Phase 4 – Gallery Walk 
●​ Students share findings via gallery walk posters they created about Japanese business. 

Phase 5 – Application (You Do It) 
Students choose one performance task: 

●​ Option A – Op-Ed: 'Why Japanese Investment Matters to Kentucky’s Future'. 
●​ Option B – Policy Pitch: 'How Should Kentucky Support Global Investment?' (2-minute pitch 

to class). 

Closure: 
●​ Exit Ticket: 'One way this lesson helped me think differently about Kentucky…' 

Assessment 
●​ Formative: Company Snapshot Organizer, Gallery Walk peer review. 
●​ Summative: Civic Op-Ed or Policy Pitch (rubric-based). 

 

  

 

https://newkentuckyhome.ky.gov/edis/edisfiles/maps/japanese_owned_facilities_in_ky.pdf
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