
KKC Study Tour to Japan 
for Middle and High School Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

When North American teachers deepen their understanding of Japan, the 
knowledge is passed on to many school children. From this point of view, the 
Keizai Koho Center has offered the KKC Study Tour to Japan for North 
American Social Studies Teachers at Middle and High School since 1980. 
Over the past 44 years, the number of participants of the "KKC Study Tour 

for North American Social Studies Teachers" has exceeded 700. They are 
called "KKC Fellows" in the U.S. and Canada. They actively promote 
understanding of Japan. 

 

＜The number of KKC Fellows from each state: TOTAL 719＞ 
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Established in 1978, Keizai Koho Center has served as a platform for 
the Japanese business community to interact with key stakeholders inside and 
outside Japan. 
Keizai Koho Center is an organization of Keidanren (Japan Business Federation). 
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The KKC Study Tour to Japan provides valuable 
opportunities to enhance understanding of Japan. 

 

 

 

 

Keizai Koho Center, in cooperation with the National Association of Japan-
America Societies, selects ten North American middle and high school teachers out 
of approximately 100 applicants, to participate in the KKC Fellowship Program. 

Applicants must submit a lesson plan about Japan and a report about how they 
plan to share the fellowship experience in their classrooms. 

The 10 teachers will visit Japan in late June for 9 days and will interact with 
Japanese teachers and students, visit corporations and have discussions on political, 
economic and social issues. They will also experience a homestay and participate 
in a panel discussion about U.S. and Japanese education. 

Keizai Koho Center plans and administers the entire program.  
 

 

                       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chosei Senior High School 
Mobara, Chiba-Pref. (1980) 

Koyamadai High 
School 

  

Kita Kamakura Girls Junior 
& Senior High School (2023) 

Koishikawa High School 
Tokyo (2012) Numata Senior High 

School, Hiroshima (2013) 

Nishi High School  
Tokyo (2015) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

With Mr. Murase, Chairman of  
Canon Marketing Japan (2015) 

   
     

Hiroshima (2013) 

Mitsubishi Real 
Estate (2014) 

Tsukiji Fish Market (1984) 

Symposium on “The Future of Education and the 
Role of Businesses in Addressing Disparities and 
Inequalities” (2024) 

Nissan (2018) 

Sony（2016） 

Courtesy call on 
Former PM Yasuo Fukuda（2019） 

KDDI (2019） 

Mitsubishi Real 
Estate (2014) 

 
 
 



 
 
[Recent Visits] 
Schools: 

Yamate Gakuin Junior and Senior High School (2024), Tokyo Metropolitan Ryogoku 
High School & Affiliated Junior High School (2023, 2024),  
Kita Kamakura Girls Junior and Senior High School (2023), 
Kaetsu Ariake Junior and Senior High School (2022),  
Tokyo Metropolitan Koishikawa Secondary Education (2022, 2017, 2012), 
Tokyo Metropolitan Takehaya High School (2019), Kyoto Gakuen High School 
(2019), Tokyo Metropolitan Koyamadai High School (2018), 
Shibuya Junior and Senior High School (2018), Hinode Senior High School (2018), 
Yokkaichi Senior High School (2017), Junior and Senior High School at Otsuka, 
University of Tsukuba (2016), St. Joseph’s School (2016), 
Mejiro Kenshin Junior and Senior High school (2017, 2016), Tokyo Metropolitan 
Nishi High School (2015), Kyoto Municipal Saikyo Senior High School (2014-2016), 
Kyoto Municipal Murasakino High School (2016), 
Hiroshima Municipal Numata High School (2013),  
Hiroshima Municipal Waseda Middle School (2011),  
Ishinomaki Municipal Sumiyoshi Middle School (2012), 
JET Program Tokyo Alumni (2015), Kyoto University (2015) 
National Institute for Educational Policy Research (2014, 2016),  

Companies: 
Car Manufacturers- Nissan (2018, 2016), Honda (2017), Toyota (2019, 2014), 
Mazda (2013) Electronics- KDDI (2022, 2019), Kyocera (2019), Sony (2022, 2017, 
2016), Toshiba (2015), Canon Marketing Japan (2015-2013), Canon (2022, 2024), 
Omron (2019, 2015, 2014), Panasonic (2013) Constructors / Real estates-  
Mori Building (2023, 2019), Mitsui Fudosan (2022, 2018), Shimizu (2018), 
Mitsubishi Estate (2015) Others- Astellas Pharma Inc.(2024), Kikkoman Corporation 
(2024), TOPPAN Holdings (2024), BIPROGY Inc., Seven Eleven Japan (2023), 
Kao Corporation (2023), MS&AD Insurance Group Holdings (2023),  
Dai-ichi Life Research Institute (2022, 2024), Nippon Life Insurance Company (2019), 
Google (2019), Bank of Japan (2023, 2022, 2019), East Japan Railway (2017), 
Nomura Research Institute (2022, 2019), Tokyo Stock Exchange (2017,2024),  
Sanrio (2017) 

Government: 
Former PM Yasuo Fukuda, H.E. Caroline Kennedy, Former U.S. Ambassador to Japan, 
H.E. Ichiro Fujisaki, Former Ambassador to the U.S., The Honorable Taro Kono, House 
of Representatives, The Honorable Keisuke Suzuki, House of Representatives, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture and Technology, 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Miyagi Prefecture 

Media: 
NIKKEI, Mainichi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Chugoku Shimbun, The Wall Street 
Journal 

 
 

  



KKC Fellows share their knowledge and 
experiences in a variety of ways. 

 
 
 

 

 

For the past 10 years, KKC Fellows have produced and submitted over 100 
“Japan Lesson Plans” which help teachers teach about Japan and promote 
understanding of Japan in the classroom. Fellows are encouraged to report to KKC 
about their Japan-related teaching and activities after participating in the Japan 
Study Tour. 

The “Japan Lesson Plans” are posted on Keizai Koho Center’s website and is 
made available for teachers in cooperation with the National Council for the Social 
Studies (NCSS). 
（http://en.kkc.or.jp/programs/stj/） 
 

＜Lesson Plan Examples＞ 
 
  2018 Fellow（Maine）We’re All in This Together: Japanese FDI in the U.S. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Fellow（New York）The Impact of Japan’s Declining Population on its Economy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

【Other Lesson Plans】 

“JAPAN and the Feudal Age”, “A Trip To Japan” Research & Creative Writing Lesson Plan”,  
“Challenges in Japanese Culture”, “How Does Trade With Japan Impact Our Community?”,  
“Discovering Why Skyscrapers are Built in Detroit and Tokyo”,  
“The Impact of Japan’s Declining Population on its Economy” 
“Japan: Its Economy and Government in the Modern World”, 
“3-11-11 Tanka Poetry Lesson”, “Education in Japan”, “Personal Finance: Investment”,  
“The Impact of Hosting the 2020 Summer Olympics”, etc. 

  

  

2012 Fellow ( Indiana）Modern Life in Japan  
   

http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/lessonplan/lesson_data15/pdf/3-1.pdf
http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/lessonplan/lesson_data15/pdf/4-1.pdf


 ＜Lesson Plans taught in the classroom＞ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Fellow (Michigan）Japan Museum Project 
 

2014 Fellow ( Texas） 
Understanding Urban Development by Traveling Through Tokyo 

2015 Fellow (California） 
The USA’s Special Relationship with Japan 

2016 Fellow (Virgina)  
Global Awareness Project: Video 
Exchange with Japanese Students 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2013 Fellow (Jefferson Middle School, Pennsylvania） 
My Life in Tokyo and My Life in Pittsburgh 

KKC Fellow presenting at the National Council for the Social Studies, Louisiana (2015) 

2011 Fellow (All Saints' Episcopal High School, Texas） 
Business Strategy and CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) 
 

How Free are Japanese Women? Fellow’s poster presentation 



 
Experiences of KKC Fellows are extended to 
North American local communities 

 
KKC Fellows are often covered in educational journals and local newspapers. 
U.S. local communities appreciate our program which helps children gain an 
international perspective.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2022 Fellow (Massachusetts） Article in the Spencer New Leader 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2015 Fellow (Missouri） 
Article in the Missouri Council for the Social Studies Publication 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2015 Fellow (Georgia） Article in the Georgia Association of 
Economic Educators Publication 

2004 Fellow (Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada） 

 

 

 



KKC Fellows build a network of friendship and 

  mutual understanding between Japan and the U.S 
 

 
 
 
 

 After participating in the Japan Study Tour, many fellows have developed school 
exchange programs with Japanese high schools and some have become Japan 
specialists. Others have maintained their ties with the people they met in Japan and 
continue to share their experiences in blogs and other social media. 

 

 

 

 

  

2012 Fellow started an exchange program with a Japanese high school  
(website of Saint Stephen's Episcopal School, Florida） 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1981 Fellow initiated the East Asia Resource Center at the University of Washington  

2014 Fellow（South Carolina）shares his experiences in a weblog 


