KKC Study Tour to Japan
for Middle and High School Teachers

FELLOWSHIPS

When American teachers deepen their understanding of Japan, the knowledge
Is passed on to many school children. From this point of view, the Keizai
Koho Center has offered the KKC Study Tour to Japan for North American
middle and high Social Studies teachers since 1980.

Over the past 37 years, the number of participants of the "KKC Study Tour
to Japan” for Social Studies teachers has exceeded 700. They are called "KKC
Fellows", and they actively promote understanding of Japan.

< The number of KKC Fellows from each state: 1980-2017 >
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Established in 1978, Keizai Koho Center has served as a platform for
the Japanese business community to interact with key stakeholders
inside and outside Japan.

Keizai Koho Center is affliated with Keidanren.
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The KKC Study Tour to Japan provides valuable

opportunities to enhance understanding of Japan.

Keizai Koho Center, in cooperation with the National Association of Japan-
America Societies, selects 10 North American middle and high school teachers to
Japan to participate in the KKC Fellowship Program. In 2015, we reached a record
of 101 applicants. Applicants must submit a lesson plan about Japan and a report
about how they plan to share the fellowship experience in their classrooms.

The 10 teachers will visit Japan in late June for 10 days and will interact with
Japanese teachers and students, visit corporations and have discussions on political,
economic and social issues. They will also experience a homestay and participate
in a panel discussion about U.S. and Japanese education.

Keizai Koho Center plans and administers the entire program.
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With Mr. Murase, Chairman of
Canon Marketing Japan (2015)

I Mitsubishi Real |
| Estate (2014)

Tsukiji Fish
Market (1984)

Mazda (2013)

Symposium on US-Japan Relations and
People-to-People Exchange (2017)\
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[Recent Visits]

Educational Institutions
Yokkaichi Senior High School (2017), Junior and Senior High School at Otsuka, University of Tsukuba
(2016), St. Joseph’s School (2016), Mejiro Kenshin Junior and Senior High School (2017, 2016),
Tokyo Metropolitan Nishi High School (2015), Tokyo Metropolitan Koishikawa Secondary Education
School (2017, 2012), Kyoto Municipal Saikyo Senior High School (2014-2016), Kyoto Municipal
Murasakino High School (2016), Hiroshima Municipal Numata High School (2013), Hiroshima Municipal
Waseda Middle School (2011), Ishinomaki Municipal Sumiyoshi Middle School (2012),
JET Program Tokyo Alumni (2015), National Institute for Educational Policy Research (2014, 2016),
Kyoto University (2015)

Corporations
Benesse Corporation (2017), Honda (2017), East Japan Railway Company (2017) ,Tokyo Stock Exchange
(2017), Sony (2016), Nissan Motor Corporation (2016), Sanrio (2016), Mitsubishi Estate (2015),
Toshiba (2015), Toray Corporate Business Research (2015), Canon Marketing Japan (Chairman Mr. Murase,
2015), Capcom (2015), Toyota (Tsutsumi factory, 2014), Mazda (Hiroshima factory, 2013),

Government
H.E. Caroline Kennedy U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Education, Sports, Culture and Technology, Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Miyagi Prefecture

Media
NIKKEI, Mainichi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Chugoku Shimbun

Others:
Ichiro Fujisaki, Former Ambassador to the U.S., The Honorable Taro Kono, House of Representatives




KKC Fellows share their knowledge and experiences

in a variety of ways.

For the past 10 years, KKC Fellows have produced and submitted over 100 “Japan
Lesson Plans” which help teachers teach about Japan and promote understanding
of Japan in the classroom. Fellows are encouraged to report to KKC about their
Japan-related teaching and activities after participating in the Japan Study Tour.
The “Japan Lesson Plans” are posted on Keizai Koho Center’s website and is
made available for teachers.
(http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/)

<Japan Lesson Plan examples >

2015 Fellow (New York)

The Impact of Japan’s Declining Population on its Economy

Lazzon 1: Introducing the Changing Diemographics of Tapsm .,

Aim: How has the population of Japsn changad in the past §0 vaars? |,

Warm up: Answer the guestion balow: .,

At the end of the war, morse than 16 million Japanesa ware sngased in asriculturs. Todsy, that figure stands at |

two million. Creer the past 70 vears, the agricultursl population has decressad to one-2ighth of its immediata

post-war lavel, The averaze ags of persons engased in agrioulture has excesdad &6 vears of age. Swesping

rafiorms of azriculters] policy cam wait no lomger.

Policy Sprech by Prime Minices Jhinro Abe o the 135 Sexxion of the Dty
Tirmrsdav, Febnmary 12, 2015

Eiazad on the quots by the prims minister, what challsnge iz Japan facing today? .,

'.1' ask: Examine the docements and aneswer the questions that follow sach dooement.

.Dm:ummt#l.. a

Changes in the Population Pyramid
1950 2007 2050 (Projection)
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1

i. Bazad on docemsant sbowva, how has the population of Japsn changed in the past §3 vearsT |,

1. Given the demoeraphic changses presanted above, what challenges do vou balisvae Japean will face? Explain .,



http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/

2012 Fellow (Indiana)

Modern Life in Japan
Modern Life in Japan+
Tami Hicks .,
Tdentify the Fead (What | Bv the end of class, T will bz able to comparza basic a
do studsntsnesdto leam | similaritizs betwean the Unitad Statas and Japan ..
orbaablato deT)., "
" Bv the and of class, I will raflact in writing about s omething .
r new of interasting that I leammed about Japan. ;
:. Students will complat= a KWL filling out the Enow and Want A\ : . ‘ 388
" to know individuallyand thenwill shate with a partmar to add - A"L*‘" PR
Apply, (How will I to list for 1 minuts. ., w0 Japan @ ¥
know when studsnts " 5
have mastarad tha L Modern Life in Japan
objactivaTl., Students will complate an Exit ticket with two questions with
a 3 minutes remaining at the end of thahowr. The preplarmed
quastions ara:.,
1.) Following the writing snidalinas, axplain s omathine
that vou find interastine about theaspacts of Japan.
What spacifically caught vourattention and why7 .,
1.) When comparad to what we have learmadabout the
USA, how is Japan similar? .,
Evalnate [Whatwill Low.. Aedinm - High . a a
mastery looklicaT)., T3 Sudent T3 Student 17 Sudemt -
r rzsponsEs too rzsponses have | sesponsehas st
E=meral o vazue pantially lzzst one
! when describing reflactive interesting zspect
o somethingnew or | r2sponsss of Japan writtn
a interesting about Btudent writes and has suppont &
a Japan. . ane thing but haw this aspect
. Smdent is off opic | doss not desaibe | camsht their
' and describes why it cansht attention. .
somethingwedid | their attention, “The bullet train
nat talk about ar “The Bullet train | was intef=sting
that is not about was neat . becanse i3, 2048 50
Japan. . a fast across the
a a country. I wonder
a a why wa do nat
a a have these in the
a a UsA ™.
3 yDhoss notstaiza 3 ) Smdent 3 ) Sudent
similarity. o identifies ma describes multiple
simdlarity. o similarities
Simdlarities are:.,
Mass
trans pastation,
=0vemument
[Other Lesson Plans]

“Pacifism as Policy: Japan’s Article 9”

“Climate Change and Energy Policy”

“JAPAN and the Feudal Age”, “A Trip To Japan” Research & Creative Writing Lesson Plan”,

“Challenges in Japanese Culture”, “How Does Trade With Japan Impact Our Community?”,

“Discovering Why Skyscrapers are Built in Detroit and Tokyo”,
“The Impact of Japan’s Declining Population on its Economy”
“Japan: Its Economy and Government in the Modern World”,

“3-11-11 Tanka Poetry Lesson”, “Education in Japan”, “Personal Finance: Investment”,

“The Impact of Hosting the 2020 Summer Olympics”, etc.



http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/lessonplan/lesson_data15/pdf/3-1.pdf
http://www.kkc.or.jp/english/fellowship/lessonplan/lesson_data15/pdf/4-1.pdf

<Japan Lesson Plans taught in the classroom >

2015 Fellow (Michigan)
Japan Museum Project

2016 Fellow (Virgina)
Global Awareness Project: Video
Exchange with Japanese Students

2015 Fellow (California)
The USA’s Special Relationship with Japan

2014 Fellow (Texas)
Understanding Urban Development by Traveling Through Tokyo



2013 Fellow (Pennsylvania)
My Life in Tokyo and My Life in Pittsburgh

[

2011 Fellow (Texas)
Business Strategy and CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility)

How Free are Japanese

Women? Fellow’s poster presentation




Local communities in the U.S. appreciate the
KKC Study Tour to Japan for North American teachers

KKC Fellows are often covered in educational journals and local newspapers.
U.S. local communities appreciate our program which helps children gain an
international perspective.

2015 Fellow (Missouri)

Article in the Missouri Council for the Social Studies Publication

Each year, ten teachers are selected to travel to Japan to study business,
education, and cultural aspects of the country. Thiz past summer, | was one of the
teachers forfunate to be selected by Keizai Koho for this excursion.

The experiences vary each year with different locations explored each year.
Business visits this year included Toshiba and Canon, where | was interested to
discover they produce much more than the computers and cameras that they are
known for. The education system in Japan places high pressure on students to
perform well on the standardized placement test for college. If the high school
students do poorly on the test, they are not allowed to enter the best colleges
and therefore not able to pursue their career goals. Other attributes characterniz-
ing Japanese culture include minimizing the gender gap, preparing for the 2020
Cilympic games, decreasing populaticn, and intemational concems with China and
Morth Korea.

| would like to encourage you to take the opportunity to visit Japan yourself.
Keizai Koho has applications available at hitp:/fwww kke.orjp/english/fellowship)

. All it requires is a letter of application, resume, lezson plan, and will-
ingness to share your experiences when you retum. |t is an experence well
worthwihile.
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2004 Fellow (Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada)

The 2004 Keizar Koho
FellowshiplTour of” Japan

By KEITH SAMLELSO N

ewfoundland and Jagan. Two small tdands
with distinct cultural sdentities, forged b;- a
ursque fy and a

ip with the aolamal b aﬁm

This years program, which ook place from june
28 10 July 12, was the rweenty-fifith mn 2 seres dhat has
been offered every year since 1980 The two-week

coasts. The diffesences between s are all 0o obvi.
oms; i is only through experiencing our common
humanity that we cn truly lean from ome znother.
This peet summer 1 was most honored as the Ketzal
Koho Center provided such an opportunity.

% alms o give r.dua-mw}mnu-eku_cm
sldm 1 be opsmon leaders o ther respectree -
munites frsthand comiac wash fapan that wall hup
them accurately report om cumem condisorns afler
returning 1o thesr home countries Prfleen educston
were selecied a5 Keizal Koho Pollows For 200+: ten

Fromm the United Sies, tane from Ausstralia, rweo from
the Uniterd Kingdom and one from Camada.
The program begins with lectures on Japans
sodety and education sysiem. Merfings,
seminars, media Intervieuws and and answer
=essions are scheduled with govemment officials,
educalors, business people and jourmalists. Pellows
vt elementary and secondary schools. have discus-
stons with edcotioml authonises, teachers and =m-
deni=, mest with members of the KXCs Socal Survey
Featwork and sour majer indusdrial corporsie, edu-
and cul I ciliges n Tokyo,
Eyobo and Magoya. They also say i the homes of
Faganess Bmilies in Tokyo for two days Afer retum-
Ing o their respecifve coumntres, fellows publish
repoats about their activities, experionoes and lmpres-
siors on the webssie of the Natioml Assocason of
Fapan- Ammnsomjualw—wm.ppr
The KKC F Frogram enables educston
L gain =0 wnderstanding of current condstions in
Japan through thres inter-relared perspeciives — adu-
cation, the econosy and culiure. To become more
acdsmaied 1o jJapanese csbmre, North American fel
low= mei in hi or am before
leaving for Tokyo. Dunng this onentation Fellows
attended leciuses on the KKC Pellowship Frogram
md Japaness coliural constderations. Ve touned
the “fapan Through the Eyes of a child™ exhibit
Tor hands with rooms,
suhw;v;pi.nl’urmﬁ:n:l"btﬂlum schedules. There

sy Felivamiies
[T

The Kelzal Koo Conter (KK, alse known as
The japan stituie for Socil and Boonomic A faers,
15 2 private, non - peofil ceganization which losters bet-
ter understanding of the goals and robe of business in
a demoorstic sodety The KEC Tour & conducied in
oooperation with ghe Nasonal Asodation of Japan-
Ammerica Socteties. m.-u-:.s) n mhmqm DUC ., the
Sowtal Exd of A liz and the

ffor the of the Social in

the Uniped Kingdom. Iis purpose 15 1o help Asmerscan,

Apstiralan, Brissh and Canadian educaiors. becomme

betver acquminied with contemporary japan in the

Interests of ghobal understanding The wour oparates.

with the assistance of an Impresive armay of parines
rom vamouws sectors of Japenese socienye

the bulletim @) november 2004
Educators

2015 Fellow (Georgia)  Article in the Georgia Association of

Economic Educators Publication

GAEE in Japan! President-Elect Walt Ellison

I never dreamed of meeting Caroline Kennedy. Yes, that Caroline Kennedy, the United States Ambassador to
Japan. | by no means thought | would sit across the board room table from Haruo Murase, the Chairman of Marketing
for Canon and talk about worldwide marketing strategies he is currently overseeing. These were just two of the high-
lights from my trip to Japan with the Keizai Koho Center (KKC)
Fellowship Program this past summer.

The Keizai Koho Center, in cooperation with the Na- 4
tional Association of Japan-America Societies, sponsors a 10-
day fellowship to Japan every summer for 10 educators in the
U.S. and Canada. The primary focus of the fellowship is to learn
firsthand about contemporary Japanese society and enhance §
classroom teaching of global perspectives. The trip’s 10-day
itinerary primarily focused on Tokyo but also included a three-
day trip to the beautiful temple-filled city of Kyoto. In addition
to meetings with Ambassador Kennedy and Chairman Murase,
our group met with several civic and education leaders from
across Tokyo to discuss current economic, social and educa-
tional issues facing Japan.....continued on page 6.

GAEE in Japan [continued)...

Almost daily the topic of Japan's dedining population and
its looming economic impact was discussed. Estimations claim
Japan's current population of approximately 127 millicn could fall
below the 100 million mark by perhaps the year 2050. Experts argue
the decline stems from years of economic stagflation which damp-
ens future optimism combined with little immigration to offset the
declining birthrate. This decline impacts practically every part of //
Japanese society: the labor market, tax revenue, forecasting in edu-
cation, planning for future growth, etc.

Our visits to schools, specifically two high schools and a col-
lege, provided a snapshot of the Japanese educational system.
‘While the Japanese approach varies from what | am accustomed to,
| could tell the teachers and students genuinely enjoyed the classes
| observed. Meetings with students proved just as enlightening despite the language barrier that eventually suc-
cumbed to pointing, motions and pictures on iPhones. The international language of music eventually took hold and
we shared several enjoyable moments courtesy of Taylor Swift, Johnny Cash, The Beatles and The Eagles. For the rec-
ord, you have not really heard Desperado until you have heard a Japanese high school girl sing it.

Cur group also took in a Tokyo Giants baseball game, ate loads of authentic sushi, sang our fair share of Japa-
nese style karaoke and built friendships that now stretch across the country and around the globe. The Japanese are a
proud people wheo have found ways to adapt through the centuries. | will be forever grateful to the Keizai Koho Cen-

ter for the chance to travel, learn and experience all this firsthand.
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KKC Fellows build a network of friendship and

mutual understanding between Japan and the U.S.

After participating in the Japan Study Tour, many fellows have developed school

exchange programs with Japanese high schools and some have become Japan

specialists. Others have maintained their ties with the people they met in Japan and

continue to share their experiences in blogs and other social media.

2012 Fellow started an exchange program with a Japanese high school
(website of a high school in Florida)

Japanese students visit SSES
Peggy O'Connor, Contributing y o B\ i ir
Writer/Media Specialist '

This week Saint Stephen’s hosted nine of
Japanese students from Shibuya High
School in Tokyo, one of our sister schools in
our Global Education program. They
received a grant from the Japanese
Ministry of Education for being a “Super
Global High School” and used the grant
money to visit Saint Stephen’s for three days. The students are especially interested in
issues of peace education and international cooperation. They delivered presentations to
the 10th grade World History classes, the sixth grade, third grade and kindergarten in
addition to speaking in chapel. This year they worked with Mr. Whelan's World History
classes on a project relating to their school visit to Hiroshima.

Upon their arrival to the America on Sunday, the Japanese students were treated to a
delightful welcome reception at Dr. Pullen’s house. On Tuesday, they traveled to Saint
Petersburg tovisit the Holocaust Museum with their host families. Finally, they delivered a
heartfelt appreciation of our hospitality before the start of Wednesday's Winter Season
Varsity Awards and the National Letter of Intent signing day ceremonies. Thank you to
everyone who made their stay a success.
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1981 Fellow initiated the East Asia Resource Center at
the University of Washington

THE HENRY M. JACKSON
SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES B ¥ —Hl|

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON QPR ) ot 2 Diterence

Home About Us People L

Centers & Programs Alumni Events News

\( East Asia Resource Center earc@uw.edu

EARC Home Welcome to the East Asia Resource Center

About the EARC

NCTA Seminars and

Workshops The East Asia Resource Center invites K-12 educators to explore

Write About Asia: the wealth of opportunities available to them to deepen their East Asia Resource
Saturdays at SAAM knowledge of East Asia. Center

Tokugawa Japan: Multiple Voices, Multiple Views
A summer institute for teachers of grades 3-8

Presented by Veteran K-12 Educators Patricia Burleson, Oralee Kramer and Mary Roberts

July 13-17, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Work with colleagues to address State Standards as you learn about
the period known as the 200 years of peace in Japan between 1603
and 1868, when shoguns ruled, foreigners were banned, cities and
arts flourished and economic change undermined social hierarchies.

Note: The priority application deadline was April 10, 2015. This
application is now closed.

KKC (Japan) weblog Thi Wordersscom it e ee

Knees

ie-vexg. N J g
2014 Fellow (South Carolina) oY ® @ A PA N

Blog about Japan and the KKC Fellowship experience o

The Bullet Train, Japanese chicken wings, and “Toyota City”
in Nagoya

sstod on January 27, 2016

Recent Posts

» ‘The Bullet Train, Japanese
chicken wings, and “Toyota City
in Nagoya

Kiyomizudera Temple

an

. n Kyoto .... Yudofu

» Visiting a traditional Japanese Tea
Housein Kyoto

= The Golden Temple ~ Rokuon
Ji Temple

Recent

Keizai Koho Center

Japan Institute for Social and Economic Affairs
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